
i Machine Tool System 

Abstract of the Disclosure 

A machine tool apparatus is provided employing a 
plurality of tool heads which may be sequentially or simul- 
taneously automatically controlled to perform preprogrammed 
operations on either the same or different work pieces. In 
one form, a plurality of tool heads are supported on the same 
frame, guideway or track and may be separate prepositioned 
or driven under remote or automatic control to perform pre- 
programmed operations either in sequence or simultaneously on 
the same work piece or simultaneously on separate work pieces 
spaced apart on a common conveyor such as a flight conveyor 
while the conveyor is either in motion or stationary. 

In another form, the conveyor is automatically stopped 
with units of work thereon, each disposed so as to be predeter- 
minately located with respect to a respective machine tool 
which has been prepositioned adjacent the work-holding conveyor. 
In yet another form, at least certsiin of the machine tools are 
movable parallel to the work-holding conveyor so that they 
may be predeterminately moved prior to and/or during operations 
on work. 

In yet another form, means are provided for transfer- 
tng units of work from the work-holding conveyor to temporary 
platforms adjacent certain of the respective machine tools 
so that each tool may perform automatic operations on work 
while the work-holding conveyor remains operating. 
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9, An automatic production apparatus In accordance 
Kith claim 6 Including a bridge crane supported for travel 
In both dlrootlons along^^Odgulde means located over and 
above the sides of said cW^yor for performing operations on 
work supported by said conveyoV. 

10, An apparatus In accdrdance with claim 9 Including 
a tool supported by said bridge cyane for operating on work 
supported by said conveyor. 



